SAILOR     ON     HORSEBACK

was crossed with an almost feminine sensitivity to beauty
and to pain. Bluff, honest, often noisy and crude, he
harboured no suspicion of his fellow man, believed every
man honest until he proved himself otherwise. As a result
he was often credulous, gullible, easily hoaxed. In his
fearlessness, his toughness, his hardness to kill he resembled
the grizzly bear which stood on the state flag as its emblem.
Constant in his faiths and friendships, open-handedly
generous, bitter only against human poverty and injustice,
he was a true pagan, pantheistic in his worship of God in
the natural beauty and forces that surrounded him. An
unquenchable optimist, believing in human progress, he
was willing to devote his life to bringing to mankind an
intelligent civilisation.

By the spring of 1913 he was the highest paid, best-known,
and most popular writer in the world, filling the position
Kipling had occupied at the opening of the century. His
stories and novels were translated into Russian, French,
German, Swedish, Norwegian, Danish, Dutch, Polish,
Spanish, Italian, Hebrew. His photographs were reproduced
so constantly that his youngish, handsome, clean-cut face
was known and loved by millions.

Rumours and anecdotes about him spread as far as the
wilds of Tartary. Every word he uttered, every move he
made was rehearsed in the newspapers; when he did nothing
that produced copy, the reporters made up news. "I re-
member that on a single day three news dispatches went out
concerning me: The first dispatch stated that my wife had
quarrelled with me in the city of Portland, Oregon, had
packed her Saratoga trunk, and departed on a steamer for
San Francisco, going to her mother. The second lie was that
in the town of Eureka, California, I had been beaten up in a
saloon row by a millionaire lumber man. The third lie was
that in a mountain resort in the State of Washington I had
won a $100 bet by catching a perfectly uncatchable variety
of lake trout. On the day in question my wife and I were deep
in a forest reserve in south-western Oregon, far from rail-